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Gary Reid plays Carter Stanley at a previous performance. He's performed about 30 times across multiple states.
Photo submitted by Gary Reid

One-man show about bluegrass icon
Carter Stanley comes to Live Oak

By Carl McKinney
carl. mckinney@gafinews.com

Instead of its usual silence, the
Suwannee River Regional Library
will be filled with noise next week.

Virginia-based musician Gary
Reid is bringing a free one-man
play about bluegrass artist Carter
Stanley to the Suwannee River Re-
gional Library, 1848 S. Ohio Ave.. 6
p.m. on March 17.

“It’s a mixture of music and sto-
rytelling,” Reid said.

Carter Stanley, one half of the
Stanley Brothers duo, helped to de-
fine the bluegrass genre, he added.

A lot of people think of bluegrass
as a style that was passed down
through the generations, but that's
not true, Reid said.

“It’s actually a new style of music
that was started in the mid-1940s."
he said. “Carter’s family was key in
starting that genre and defining that
style.”

Reid wrote and stars in the play,
having done about 30 performances

in Arizona, North Carolina, Ten-
nessee, Virginia and West Virginia.

Along with his brother Ralph,
Carter Stanley traveled for 20 years,
wrote 150 songs and made over 300
recordings, Reid wrote. He per-
formed in 42 states and seven for-
eign countries.

The play will touch on his influ-
ences, his career, his struggle with
alcoholism and other challenges he
faced, Reid said.

" SEE ONE-MAN, PAGE 8A

One-Man

Continued From Page 1A

“He wrote the songs, he
played the music and he
self-destructed,” states a
media release about the
performance.

Stanley’s career started
in 1946 and ended with his
death in 1966 at the age of
41.

From around 1959 to
1966, the Stanley Brothers
were headquartered in
Live Oak, Reid said, and
appeared on the local
Suwannee River Jamboree

music program.
“There is a very real
connection between

Carter’s family and Live
Oak,” he added. “It was a
big part of his career.”
The play is a microcosm
of the birth of bluegrass
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and offers the audience a
chance to see its evolu-
tion, Reid said.

Growing up listening to
rock and roll, Reid said he
found some bluegrass al-
bums in 1973.

“When the needle hit
the grooves of that album,
it just really spoke to me,”
he said.

He has been playing that
style of music for 40
years, according to the
media release about the
play.

Reid has won four
awards from the Interna-
tional Bluegrass Music
Association, the release
states. He has had two
books published about the
Stanley Brothers and the
bluegrass genre.

“It’s been an all-encom-
passing part of my life for
the last 40 years,” he said.



